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Not long after the publication of the first edition, the
International Committee on Atomic Weights decided to adopt a
somewhat lower value for the atomic weight of silver than that
found by Stas. This change had been advocated by Guye, but,
owing to the immense amount of care bestowed by Stas on this
determination, the Committee were reluctant to make the
change until the evidence in favour of the new value seemed to
be incontrovertible. | have therefore re-written Chapter V., giving
only a short summary of the work of Stas, and devoting more
space to the more recent determinations of the atomic weights
of silver, nitrogen, chlorine, and lead. A short account of modern
views on the nature of atoms is given in Chapter VI., and the
bearing on the Periodic Law of recent researches on the Radio-
elements and of the theories of Soddy and Fajans is there
described. As regards the definition of the term element, the
recommendations of Paneth are provisionally adopted. The
results of the extensive researches of Professor J....
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