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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Penacook in the War for the Union At a meeting of
the Post, in October, 1888, | was requested to write a paper on the men who went from Penacook, - or, as it was
known in 1861, Fisherville, - to the War of the Rebellion, and who lost their lives in battle, or from the effects of
wounds or disease. The object of the Post in making this request was two-fold, - (1) to preserve from oblivion
the memory of those whose loss brought honor and mourning to our community, and (2) to close the
observance of Memorial Day in a manner befitting the sacredness of such an occasion. This could not help
being a sad duty for me, as it recalled to remembrance the features of many with whom | was associated in the
school-room, mill, or shop; but it was also a pleasure, in a certain sense, as | was thus enabled to pay this
tribute to their patriotism. When the news of the attack on Sumter, in April, 1861, reached Penacook, quickly
followed by the attack in Baltimore of the secession mob on the 6th Massachusetts, the feeling in our village was
similar to that in all manufacturing communities. The most intense loyalty to the Union manifested itself, first,
in the hanging oat of the stars and stripes, and again, when the government called for troops, in being among
the first to furnish volunteers. At that time the Washington House was kept by Major J. S. Durgin. He had two
sons at work in Boston. The youngest, Hiram, was well known to the old residents as a stout, good-natured boy,
full...
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