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Committee: Appointed by the Governor, Louis F. Hart; By Virtue of Chapter 171 of the Session Laws of the State
of Washington, 1921 To the Citizens of the State of Washington: In the month of July, complying with chapter
171 of the Session Laws of 1921, I published a statement of the tax situation in this state. Supplementing that
statement I am submitting herewith the complete report of the special committee I appointed to study the tax
problems of the state. In making this report public I am complying with the wishes of a great number of the
citizens of the state who are studying the problem with the idea in view of bringing to the attention of the next
legislature some changes in our system that will help to change the present unequal load that real estate and
personal property are now bearing. I commend to your special attention those paragraphs in this report
relating to the present system of assessing property and the remedy suggested by the committee. Also the
paragraph dealing with the subject of budget control and the paragraphs relating to the school finance of the
state. I had given these questions considerable study prior to the submission of the committee s report and the
recommendations submitted are in accord with my general views on the subject. I am in favor of a strict state
control over the assessment of property. The detail of working it out is not entirely clear in my mind as yet. The
budget system I have always advocated, especially a budget for the state placing the responsibility entirely...
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