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to feed their families. For Colombia to be truly successful in
stem-ming the drug trade, it will need more economic
opportunities that will provide jobs and wages that can sustain
Colombian workers and farmers. We also need to encourage
countries like Bolivia, which has suc-cessfully and
courageously nearly eradicated the drug industry, but whose
struggling economy depends upon textiles and apparel made
of specialty wool from llamas and alpaca sheep. The relatively
small investment of providing greater trade incentives under
ATPA renewal would reap tremendous long-term gains for
these countries and for U. S. consumers. Our Andean trading
partners are also poised to be strong allies in our mutual
efforts to secure a larger hemispheric trading bloc. I urge the
Committee to expedite consid-eration of an expanded ATPA
before the expiration of this agree-ment later this year. Mr.
Chairman, I would simply close by reiterating the impor-tance
of congressional approval of trade promotion authority legis-
lation. I am confident we can successfully tackle the difficult
issues of labor and the environment in this process....
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