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Book ***** Print on Demand ***** As the largest organ of the body, the skin performs multiple critical functions,
such as serving as the primary barrier to the external environment. For this reason, the skin is often exposed to
potentially hazardous agents, including chemicals, which may contribute to the onset of a spectrum of adverse
health effects ranging from localized damage (e.g., irritant contact dermatitis and corrosion) to induction of
immune-mediated responses (e.g., allergic contact dermatitis and pulmonary responses), or systemic toxicity
(e.g., neurotoxicity and hepatoxicity). Understanding the hazards related to skin contact with chemicals is a
critical component of modern occupational safety and health programs.
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