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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from A Brief Physical Geography The authors hope that
this book will be welcomed in those schools in which the time is lacking to master the bulky books on Physical
Geography, while yet the desire exists to devote to the subject somewhat more of endeavor than is required by
the few pages on this subject found in the average school-geography. Geography is considered to-day as a
description of the earth only in so far as that will account for the earth as the home of man and his
occupations. It seems as if we can no longer justify a purely physical geography; now we want to know how
man lives and why he lives in this or that way. The most important fact about the earth is that it is a human
planet: men not only live upon it but also make a living out of it. Man changes the earth, and the earth changes
man. It is a far cry from the nebulous mass that was thrown off from the sun ages ago, to a contemplated
aeroplane flight across the Atlantic or the completion of the Panama canal; but these are the limits of
geographical study, and we have to bear in mind always that man is himself a part of nature. In the usual
division of the study into physical, commercial, and political branches, the relation of the human species to its
natural environment, which is the keystone of all geographical science, is generally lost. In this volume,
reference has been made, wherever possible, to the human side of natural phenomena, to their help or
hindrance to man in his progress. The treatment of...
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