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indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: .that all this is machinery. But the point which he misses throughout is
that all these things have a tendency towards freedom, towards light. Before we can have culture these reforms
must be made. It is impossible to be nothing but idealizers. Tour ideas must have a practical issue or be of no
advantage. The Liberals work at these reforms, therefore, for the distinct object of culture. What is legislation
but machinery? Was it ever meant to be anything else? Are we to legislate ideas? Is not Free Trade to be
advocated, Parliament to be reformed, Churchrates to be abolished? Mr. Arnold spends his life in pointing out
inj ustices; the political parties do away with them. We cannot assert that in such reformers sweetness and light
are always shown in the strongest manner. But we are to consider the end proposed; the man is a UDit of a
party, and we must attack not the measures in which he exhibits any want of light, but the man himself. For,
even suppose we adopt Mr. Arnold s philosophy, we shall be obliged to aim all the same at the consummation
of such measures. All these doctrines of sweetness and light, indeed, everywhere exhibit an unpractical spirit,
which tends to enervate a man, to make him more German, less English. While gazing at the stars above, he
falls into the well at his feet. Mr. Arnold resembles a man on the hill top urging us to ascend...
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