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Considerable attention has been devoted, throughout this work, to the exercises at the end of each chapter.
These, it will be seen, are both numerous and of a varied character. In addition to figured basses, which may be
regarded as the staple form of exercise, there are also exercises on the analysis of chords, on the introduction
(including the preparation and resolution) of discords, on the harmonization of melodies and unfigured basses,
on clothing blank rhythms with harmony, and on composing original passages, etc. In all cases the exercises
have been carefully graded, and have been arranged with the special view of assisting candidates preparing for
examinations. The student, however, is not necessarily expected to work all the exercises at the end of each
chapter; many of them being of a suggestive character, may, at the discretion of the teacher, be omitted, or on
the other hand, others of a similar type may be added either by the teacher or by the student himself. It seems
to be a moot question as to whether the student should, or should not, be taught to harmonize melodies from
the beginning. The author is inclined to think not, but everything really depends on the student; for though one
student will grasp the principles readily enough, and another will fail to do so, both of them may in the end
prove to be equally successful in their general work. This matter must also be left with the teacher, and if the
exercises on harmonizing melodies, etc., are omitted when the chapter is first studied, they will probably be
found...
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